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I shall now lay before the reader the manner of reasoning a pose 
geriori, which though confessedly more familiar and popular, cans 
not be more conclusive. Archbishop Fenelon observes, that ‘* men 
accustomed to meditate on metaphysical truths, and trace things to 
their first principles, may know the Deity from its idea; and I own 
it is a sure way toarrive at the source of all truth. But the more 
direct and short that way is, the more difficult and impassible, for 
the generality of mankind ; who depend on their senses and imagi« 
nation. An ideal demonstration is so simple, that through its very 
simplicity, it escapes those minds that are incapable of operations 
purely intellectual. In short, the more perfect the way to find the 
First being, the fewer men’ there are capable of following it. But 
there is a less perfect way, level to the meanest capacity. Men,the 
least experienced in reasoning, and the most tenacious of the prejus 
dices of their senses, may yet with one look discover him, who has 
drawo himselfin all his works. The wisdom and power he hag 
stamped on every thing he has made, are seen as it were, in a glass, 
by those who cannot contemplate him in his own idea. This is 2 
sensible and popular philosophy, of which any man, free from pas- 
sion and prejudice, is capable. Who will believe, that so perfect a 
poem as Homer’s Iliad. was not the product of the genius of a 
great poet ; and that the letters of the alphabet, being confusedly 
jumbled and mixed, were by chance, brought together in such an or- 
der as is necessary to describe, in verses full of harmony and varies 
ty, somany great events ; to place and connect them so well togeth- 
er; to paint every object with all its most graceful, most noble, and 
most affecting attendants ; and to make every person speak accor- 
ding to his character, in so natural and forcible a manner ? How 
then, can a man of sense, be induced to believe with respect to the 
universe, a work beyond contradiction, more wonderful than the Ili- 
ad, what his reason will never suffer him to believe in relation to 
that poem ?” 

The plain argument, says, Maclaurin, for the existence of the De- 
ity, obvious to all, and carrying with it irresistible conviction, is 
drawn from the evident contrivance and fitness of things for one 
another, throughout all parts ofthe un:verse. There is no need of 
nice and subtle reasonings en this matter: a manifest contrivance 
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immediately suggests a contriver. It strikes us like a sensation, 
and artful reasonings against it may puzzic us, but without shaking 
our belief. No person, who knows the principles of optics and’ the 
structure of the eye, can believe it was formed without skill in that 
science, or that the ear was formed without the knowledge of sounds. 
The admirable and beautiful structure of final causes, exalt ouridea 
ofthe contriver ; and the unity of design shows him to be one. 
The great motions in the system, performed with the same facility 
as the least, suggest that Almighty power, which gave motion to the 
earth and celestial bodies, with equal ease as to the minutest parti- 
cles. The subtility of the motions and actions. in the internal parts 
of bodies, shows that his influence penetrates the inmost recesses of 
things, and thathe is equally active, and present every where. The 
simplicity of the laws that prevail in the world, the excellent depos- 
ition of things in order to obtain the best ends, and the beauty 
which adorns the works of nature, far superior to any thing in art, 
suggest his consunmate wisdom. The usefulness of the whole scheme, 
so well contrived for the intelligent beings that enjoy it, with the 
internal disposition and moral structure of those beings themselves, 
show his unbounded goodness. These are the arguments, which 
are sufficiently open to the views and capacities of the unlearned ; 
while at the same time, they acquire new strength and lustre from 


. the discoveries of the learned. 


The Deity acting and interposing in the universe, shows him to 
be its governor as well as its Creator. The depth of his counsels, 
even in conducting the material untverse, keep up an inward vene- 
ration and awe of this great being, and dispose us to receive what 
he may otherwise reveal concerning himself. It has been justly 
observed that some of the laws of nature now known to us, must 
have escaped us, had we wanted the sense of seeing. It may be 
in his power to bestow on us other senses of which we have at pres- 
ent no idea; without which it may be impossible to know all his 
works or obtain more adequate ideas of himself. In our present 
state we know enough to be satisfied of our dependence on him, and 
of the duty we owe him who is the sovereign Lord and disposer of 
allthings. He is not the object of our senses ; for his essence, and 
indeed that of all other substances, is beyond the reach of all 
our discoveries ; but his attributes clearly appear in his admirable 
works. We know that the highest conceptions we are able to form 
of them, are still beneath his real perfections ; but his power and 
dominion over us and our duty to him are abundantly manifest, to 
all reflecting minds. 

The argument a posteriori for the existence of God, drawn from 
the beauty, order, and harmony of the universe, is that which Paul, 
in the first chapter of his epistle to the Romans, urges as conclu- 


- sive against Atheists. The invisible things of God are clearly seer 
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irom the things he has made, even his eternal power and Godhead, 
so that they are without excuse. This argument is infinitely strong 
to the accurate philosopher, and sufficiently obvious to the meanest 
capacity. Who framed this beautiful and stately fabric; this im- 
mense and variegated world? Who stretched out the north over 
the empty space ; and hung the earth upon nothing? Who formed 
these vast and numberless orbs of Heaven, and disposed them in 
such regular and uniform motions? Who appointed the sun to rule 
the day, and the moon and the stars to govern the night ? 

Who so adjusted their several distances, that they should neither 
be scorched by excessive heat, nor destroyed by the cold ? who en- 
compassed the earth with air, so admirably adapted to support the 
clouds for rain; to afford winds for. health and traffic; by its 
spring for the breath of animals; by its motion for sounds; and 
by its transparency for transmitting the light 2? Who fitted 
the waters to afford vapor for rain ; speed in commerce, and 
fish for food and delicacy ? Who weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance, adjusting them in their proper places for 
fruitfulness and health? Who diversified the climates of the earth 
by such an agreeable variety, that notwithstanding the great difler- 
ence, each should have its proper seasons, day and night, winter and 
summer ? Who clothed the face of the earth with plants and flow- 
ers,so exquisitely adorned by various innumerable beauties; thate- 
ven Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of them? Who 
replenished the earth with animals, so different in appearance, and 
yet so much alike in structure? Who framed, by exquisite work- 
manship, the eye for seeing, the ear for hearing ; and other parts of 
the body adapted to their various uses in the animal economy and 
business of life? Who endued the mind of maa, with understand- 
ing, judgment, reason, and will; faculties whereby God, in a most 
exalted manner, teacheth us more than the beasts of the field; and 
maketh us wiser than the fowls of Heaven ? | 

All second causes are either the inanimate motions of senseless 
matter or the voluntary movements of dependent creatures; and 
what is the one but the direct operation, and the other the permis- 
sion of Him who ruleth over all? To neglect, therefore, to infer 
the existence of the Deity from every thing we see, is as great stu- 
pidity as if from the constant and regular continuance of light we 
should cease to acknowledge the existence of the sun from which it 
proceeds. Ocome, then, let us worship, let us kneel before the 
Lord, our maker. He is our God, he has made us, and not we our- 
selves: we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. O worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness! Say among the heathen the 
Lord reigneth. Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad.— 
Praise ye him allhis angels ; praise Mim all ye his hosts. All peo- 
ple, young and old, princes and judges of the earth. Praise God 
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in his sanctuary. Praise him for his mighty acts ; according to his- 
excellent greatness. Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this 
time forth and forevermore. From the rising of the sun, to the go- 
ing down of the same; let all flesh bless his holy name forever and 


ever, Praise the Lord, O my soul.—Amen. 
RIE A RE CTL PE EN 


Ove to the Weity; 


From the Russian Anthology embroidered in gold and suspended in. the temple deddo ; 
and inthe Imperial Palace in Pekin. 


O, thou Eternal One !—whose presence bright, 

All space doth occupy—all motion guide ; 
Unchang’d through time's all devastating flight, 

Thou only God! There is no God beside, 
Being above all beings! Mighty One! 

Whom none can comprehend and none explore ; 
Who fillest existence with thyself alone ; 

Embracing all—supporting—ruling o’er— 

Being whom we all call God—and know no more 











Thou from primeval nothingness did’st call 
First, chaos, then existence—Lord on thee 
Eternity has its foundation ; all 
Sprung forth from Thee ;—of light, joy, harmonr 
Sole origin—all life, all beauty, thine ; 
Thy word created all, and doth create ; 
Thy splendour fills all space with rays divine, 
Thou art, and wert, and shalt be, glorious, great 
Life giving—life sustaining potentate 


A million torches, lighted by thy hand, 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss ; 
They own thy power, accomplish thy command, 
All gay with life—all eloquent with bliss— 
; What shall we callthem? Piles of chrystal light? 
é A glorious company of golden streams ? 
Lamps of celestial ether burning bright ? 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams? 
But thou to these, ari as the noon to night. 


Though naught—the effulgence of thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds, hath reach’d my bosom too , 
Yes! in my spirit doth thy spirit shine, 
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew. 
Naught—but | live, and on hope’s pinions fly 
Eager towards thy presence: for in Thee 
J live, and breathe, and dwell ; aspiring higa, 
Even to the throne of thy divinity, 
Iam O God! and surely Thou must be. 


O thought ineffable! O visions blest ! 

Though worthless our conceptions all of Thee, 
Vet shall thy shadow’d image fill our breast, 

And waft its homage to thy Deity. 
God ' thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar, 

Thus seek thy presence. Being wise and good? 
’*Midst thy vast works—admire—obey—adore— 

And when the tongue is eloquent no more, 

The scul shall speak in tears of gratitude. 
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Lecture on Zech. xiv. 9, delivered before the Genesee branch of the 
Western Association of Universalists, Sept. 24th 1823, by the Rev. 
J. S. THompson. 


Tuat the self-existent God must be One, is evident from his ex- 
istence being necessary. Absolute necessity must always be simile 
and uniform, without any possible difference or variety. All differ- 
ence of existence, must arise from some external cause by whicu it 
was effected. To suppose two different natures to exist independ- 
ently and necessarily, implies a plain contradiction; for either of 
them might exist alone, and it would be no contradiction to imagine 
the other not to exist, consequently neither of them can exist neces- 
sarily. The proper notion of a self-existent being or necessary 
existence, is the idea of a being, the supposition of whose non-ex- 
istence is an express contradiction. Whatsoever therefore exists 
necessarily is the one simple essence of the self-existent being; and 
whatsoever differs from it, is not necessary, because in absolute ne- 
cessity there can be no diversity of existence. Other beings may 
exist besides the self-existent, but none of them can be self-existent, 
for this would prove them to be the same and different at the same 
time, which is absurd. Hence it follows, that it is impossible there 
could be two or more self-existent independent principles, as some 
Philosophers and Theologians have imagined : for they must either 
be the same or different, and either supposition is self-contradictory 
and manifesily absurd. 

That there is one only living and true God, existing by the neces- 
sity of his own nature, absolutely independent, Eternal, Unchange- 
able, without body paris, or passions ; Infinite in power, wisdom, 
goodness, and all other pertfections, is not only the first and _princi- 
ple article of the Christian Faith, but also the first and most evident 
truth, which the light of nature teaches ; and is clearly demonstrable 
by the undeniable principles of reason. We however readily ac- 
cede to Tillotson’s remarks in his sermon concerning the Divine 
Unity, that “The schoolmen, very tew of whom had either exact 
skill in the holy scriptures, ecclesiastical antiquity or the writings of 
the ancient Fathers. wrought a great part of their Divinity out of 
their own brains, as spiders do cob-webs out of their own bowels, 
& started a thousand subtiltres about mysteries.concerning which no 
Christian is bound to trouble his head, much tess is it necessary for 
him to understand their niceties, which we may reasonably presume 
they who talk of them never did themselves understand, and least 
of all is it necessary to believe them.” Again in his sixth sermon, 
speaking of the jargon of the schoolmen, he says, Lenvy no man 
the understanding of these phrases ; to me they seem to signify 
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nothing; but to have been words invented by idie and conceited men, 
which a great many ever since, lest they should seem to be ignorant, 
would pretend to understand. But Il wonder most, that men when 
they have amused and puzzled themselves and others with hard 
words, should call this explaining things.” 

The doctrine of my text is most unequivocally the Unity of the 
Deity : or that there is one only eternal, infinite supreme Lord of 
all ; for whose pleasure ail things subsist, and on whose will they all 
depend ; by whose word the heavens were made and all the host of 
them, by the breath of his mouth; Ps. xxx. 6 ; by whose. ever 
vatchful providence, all things are governed, so that not a sparrow 
‘an fallto the ground without his notice, and whose care numbers 
the very hairs of our head: Matt. x. 29; who not only made of one 
blood all the nations of the earth, but also fore-ordained the times 
and bounds of their habitations. Acts xvii. 26; who manifested him- 
self to the Patriarchs, gave the law to Moses, through a succession 
of ages, instructed men by the prophets; and last of all hath spok- 
en tous by his Son Jesus Christ, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things; the God of Abraham, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The God of the whole earth. Acts iii. 13 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 31: Heb. 1. 1-2. 

This doctrine of the whole world being under the government of one 
(rod, is the natural notion, which the light of nature itself has im- 
planted in the minds of mankind. Had not persons of vain and 
conceited imaginations, professing themselves wise became fools ; 
had not men of corrupt manners, having their foolish hearts dark- 
ened, deified their deceased kings out of flattery to the living, filled 
ihe minds of the ignorantand deluded vulgar, with the superstitious 
belief of many Gods, bearing rule over particular places and coun- 
tries, the true notion of God, so plain and agreeable to the natural 
dictates of unprejudiced reason, might well have been preserved 
among the nations of the earth. The connexion and dependance 
of one thing upon another throughout the whole material universe, 
in all parts of the earth and visible heavens ; the disposition of the 
air, the sea, and the winds ; the motions of the sun, moon, and stars; 
the useful vicissitudes of the seasons jor the regular productions of 
the various fruits of the earth; have always been sufficient to make 
it evident even to the meanest capacities, had they not been continu- 
ally under the influence of prejudice and wrong instruction, that. all 
things are under the dominion of one God, to whom the whole uni- 
verse is uniformly subjected. Notwitstanding the strongest preju- 
dices of long established superstitions and inforced idolatry ; yet 
the wisest and best of men, in all heathen nations, have ever seen, 
and in a great measure maintained this grand truth, as a testimony 
io a degenerate and corrupt world. Notwithstanding all the prov- 
neations ot idolatry, God never left himself wholly without witness- 
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es; but continually manifested himself toall reasonable understand- 
ings, with great clearness and great assurance of authority, con- 
firming the dictate of reason, which the scriptures set forth as the 
first principle of all religion. Deut. iv. 39, and vi. 4; Isa. xliv. 6 ; 
1 Cor. viil. 4. 

But why does my text declare the Lord shall be one? Was theie 
ever a time when Jehovah was not one? Brethren, it implies that 
blinded nations have framed vanities of their own imagination, and 
set up those who by nature were not Gods, to rival Jehevah in the 
government of the world, and thereby interrupt the worship of the 
Deity. 

Idolatry is the rejection of the one Eternal,& setting up in his place 
any object, real or imaginary, and ascribing to it the effects, which 
are operated by his Almighty power, or the sovereign benefits re- 
sulting from his government. Of this class of Idolators are they, 
who deny the being of a God, and attribute the existence, order, 
beauty, and usefulness of the world to Chance, Fate, or Nature, 
which are mere empty names, idols or fictions of imagination, which 
in the emphatical language of the Apostle are nothing in the world. 
Much less unreasonable were those ancient Idolators ; who siopping 
short at the immediate and visible causes of the life and plenty, 
which they enjoyed, worshipped the sun, moon, and stars, as the au- 
thors of that good, of which they were really the instruments. 

The second species of Idolatry is the worship of false gods in con- 
junction with the one only God of the Universe. Of this kind was 
originally the idolatry of the Heathen in general, who though they 
acknowledged the true God, whose existence shone upon their 
reason from the works of creation and Providence, yet practised the 
adoration of other subordinate, imaginary deities, as parts or man- 
festations of the Deity,in particular places or on particular occasions. 

Maimonides, in his treatise’ on idolatry, says,** in the days of 
Enos the sons of Adam and even Enos himself, erred greatly, and 
the counsel of the wise men of that day became brutish. They said 
for as much as God has created these stars and spheres to govern 
the world. and set them on high, and imparted to them honor, by 
appointing them to minister before him, it is meet that we should 
laud, honor and adore them; for this is the will of God, that men 
honor and magnify whomsoever he honors, even as kings would have 
them honored who stand before them, and this is the honor of the 
king himself. When these thoughts came into their hearts they be- 
gan to build temples for the stars, and to offer them sacrifices and 
worship before them, ii order to obtain favor of the Creator. This 
evil opinion was the root of Idolatry. In process of time there a- 
rose false prophets who declared God had commanded the worship 
of such a star or of the stars in general, that the people should 
make an image of it, offer sacrifices to it and worship it. The false 
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prophet then showed the people an image which he had made aitei 
the imagination of his own heart, informing them it was the image 
of that star made known to him by prophecy. In this manner 
they began to make images in temples, under trees, and on tops of 
mountains and hills, and assemble together to worship them. To 
worship images with service different one from another,and to sacri- 
fice unto them spread through the world, till in process of time, the 
glorious and fearful name of God was forgotten by all living, and 
was neither known nor acknowledged. ‘There was no people on 
earth who knew any other God but the images of wood and stone, to 
the worship of which, they had been trained up from childhood, and 
by whose names they had been taught to swear. The wise men 
among them and the priests, thought.there was no God but the stars 
for whose sake, and after whose likeness, they had made the 
images. As for the Rock everlasting, there were none that acknowl- 
edged him, save a few persons such as Enoch, Noah, Shem, till that 
pillar of the world, Abraham our Father was born.’”? See Ainsworth 
and Clarke on Gen. 4, 26. 

The worship of the sun, moon, and stars was the most ancient spe- 
eies of Idolatry. Maimonides,quoted by Lord Herbert de Rel. Gent. 
assures us, the Sabeans acknowledged no Gods but the stars.—- 
To this practice Job alludes chap. 31, 26, 27. Diodorus says, the 
first inhabitants of Egypt admiring the beauty of the world, conclu- 
ded there were two Gods the sun and moon, whom they called Osi- 
ris and [sis. Plato tells us those who first inhabited Greece thought 
the sun, moon, and stars alone to be Gods. 

Next to the Host of Heaven men carried away by flattery, deifi- 
ed kings, heroes, and benefactors, and worshipped after their death, 
those who had obtained renown, during life, for extensive dominion 
or benificence. Hence arose the tutelar gods of local influence and 
homage. The Syrians in Ahab’s time fancied that the different 
parts of the world were under the influence and dominion of dif- 
ferent deities. 1 Kings, xx.23 3; and similar must bave been the 
spinions of those Samaritans. who being collected from different na- 
tions, preserved the worship of their own tutelar gods : and while 
they professed to fear Jehovah, the God of Israel, they worsh:pped 
other gods whom they considered their own. 2 Kings, xvit, 26-41. 
The deification and worship of dead men, was the idolatry ot 
Greece and Rome, those learned nations of antiquity, who cultiva- 
ted the arts and sciences, and thereby became so improved and civ- 
ilized, that all others were considered barbarians; yet being stupt- 
fied by superstition,they blindly followed the traditions of their igno- 
rant and barbarious ancestors. Noah,who may be called the Father 
of men, was inal! probability the osiris of Egypt, whose worship 
was introduced by Orpheus into Greece. under the name of Bac- 


‘chus, who being the god of wine, and vintage, fitly represented the 
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Noah of the Jews. The same worship was paid to Jupiter, Bac- 
chus, and Osiris. He was the Noah of the Hebrews, the Bel of 
the Babylonians, the Ammon of the Africans, the Osiris of Egypt, 
the Baal of the Edomites and other nations, whose worship almost 
totally intercepted that of Jehovah the Creator, and was general 
over all the world. From Gen. x. 6, we find that the posterity of 
Ham having departed from Babylon cultivated the low and fertile 
soil of Egypt, and attributed their success in the culture of the 
vine to the instruction of their forefather Noah, afterwards denom- 
inated Osiris,and worshipped under the figure of a pied bull,the em- 
blem of agriculture. Some think Osiris was. Mizraim or Menes, 
first King of Egypt. The history of Osiris, Jupiter, Belus, Bac- 
chus and many of the great heroes of: antiquity, who were deified 
after death, is involved in much fable and allegory ; but this much 
we clearly understand, that they were all men of like passions with 
their blinded adorers. The Hebrew name of Egypt is Mitsraim, so 
called from the second son ot Ham, and first King of Egypt, called 
Menes in profane history, who settled the country and introduced 
the worship of his progenitor, Noah: it is also called the land of 
Ham. Ps. cv. 23-27. The worship of dead men appears to have 
been the prevailing Idolatry ever since the deluge. The posterity 
of Ham peopled Egypt, Palestine, & Assyria. The whole Mythology 
of the heathens bad its origin in Egypt, which was thence called the 
mother of the gods. From Egypt it passed to the Hebrews,Phenicians 
or Canaanites, and Cretans, and lastly to the Greeks by Cadmus, a 
philistine, driven out by Joshua 1519 years before Christ, and 


and thence to the Romans trom whom it spread over Europe. The. 


sacred historian has been particular in giving the origin and descent 
of Idolatry after the flood. Nimrod the grandson of Ham, as some 
think the Belus of Idolatrous nations, built Babel and founded 
the Babylonian or Assyrian Empire, and like his brother in Egypt, 
established that idolatry for which 22 nations of the east became 
famous. Shem and Japhet were worshippers of the true God, as 
taught by Noah their father. Shem having settled Arabia, Persia, 
and India, the knowledge of the Deity was longer and more clearly 
preserved among the nations of the east. Indeed there is little rea- 
son to doubt of Noah being the celebrated Foe of China, who estab- 
lished the religion and morals of that country. Whether the wor- 
ship of human ghosts became prevalent before the flood is not so 
clearly ascertained; but the worship of the celestial bodies and 
dead men has ever been the most prevalent idolatry since that time, 
The Teraphim or images which Rachel stole from her father Laban 
the Syrian, called by Theodoret, idols, had been probably kept by 
him as the Lares and Penates of the Romans. As Laban was an 
Aramean, and the Syriac nothing but a dialect of the Hebrew, the 
change of a letter, which made no part ef the Hebrew root, may be 
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easily admitted. ‘l'eraphim may therefore be trom the same root as 
Seraphim ; and as seraph signifies to burn, the images might have 
been luminous figures made oj burnished brass,representing the sup- 
posed forms of some stars. The original word is used to signify idol 
or idolatry. See 2 Kings, xxi. 24; Ez. xxi. 213; Zech. x. 2; Hos. 
iii, 4, But Le Clerc derives the word from Rapha, defecit, and in- 
fers that the Rephaim or Teraphim, were the deified dead, or ghosts 
of dead men. ‘The star worship of the ancients, is noticed by 
Amos v. 15; and a star in the Egyptian hieroglyphics signified or 
was used to denote a god. The Bel of Babylon, which was wor- 
shipped,& held in so great veneration, noticed by the prophets, Isa. 
xlvi. i; Jer. 1.25; and lh. 443 was saidto bea great King who 
founded that city. The Baal peor of the scriptures was Bela the 
son of Beor, first king of Edom. 1 Chron. i. 43; Num. xxv. 3.— 
However names might differ, stili Egypt supplied the world with 
theology and gods. The heathen deities were derived from 
the great men of the Scriptures; and Manetho, a very ancient 
Egyptian writer often cited by Josephus, maintains that all the 
gods of Egypt were dead men, whom they embalmed to give effect 
to the doctrine of immortality. Fertile her soil, ingenious her in- 
habitants, but debased, and degraded by superstition ; till from the 
worship of her heroes, she descended to the adoration of the ox, 
wolt, hawk, stork, crocodile, and cat. Afterwards she proceeded to 
deify a vast multitude of beasts, fishes, reptiles, and vegetables ; and 
whilst one tribe held in adoration one species of animals, anoth- 
er class had the same animals in abhorrence. 


Who has not heard, where Egypt’s realms are named, 

What monster gods, her frantic sons have framed ? 

Here Ibis gorged with well grown serpents, there 

The Crocodile commands religious fear. 

A monkey god, prodigious to ve told, 

Strikes the beholder’s eye in burnished gold. 

To godship here. blue T'riton’s scaly herd, 

The river progeny is there preferred. 

Through towns Diana’s power neglected lies, 

Where to her dogs, aspiring temples rise. §Juvenal, satyr 15, 


2. We shall consider the name of God, or Jehovah which the 
prophet declares shall be one. 

The name of God according to the nature of the Jewish language 
signifies God himself. To praise or callon the name of the Lord, 
is the same as to call on Jehovah. A similar manner of speaking 
occurs in many-instances in the Hebrew language The throne or 
honour of thy majesty, implies the throne or honour of Jehovah. 
Heb. viii. 1; Ps. cxlv. 5. God’s name becoming great, implies 
*hat he shall be universally adored and idols despised. Micah iv. 8. 
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It also implies renunciation of all false gods, who fill the minds of 
their superstitious votaries with false dread and vain imaginations. 
Lev. xviii. 21. Forgetting the name of God, denotes a falling into 
idolatry. Ps. xliv. 20. Tomention the name of idols, intimates a 
tendency to idolatry. ex. xxiii, 13. 

The name of God imports his religion. Deut. xii. 5. This name 
of God is great when men adhere to true religion, by worshipping 
God alone in the manner he has prescribed, and adorn his doctrines 
by showing the power of religion in fruits of righteousness. This 
is the true signification of: the name of God. Rom. ii. 24; and of 
Christ. 2 Thess. i. 12, God is a relative term and has respect to 
servants. It denotes, indeed, an eternal, infinite, absolute being : 
but such a being, without dominion, would not be God. The word 
God frequently signifies Lord, but every lord is not God. The do- 
minion of a spiritual being, or Lord, constitutes God; true domin- 
ion, true God. From such true dominion, it follows, that the true 
God is living, intelligent, all-powerful, and supremely perfect. 

There are various names given to the Almighty in scripture, tho’ 
properly speaking he can have no name; for, as he is incomprehen- 
sible,he is not nominable; & being but ong, he has no need of a name 
to distinguish him. Nevertheless as names are given to him in the 
scriptures, to assist our ideas of his greatness and perfection, they 
are worthy of our consideration. El, denotes him the strong and 
powerful God. Gen. xvii. 1. Eloah represents him the only prop- 
er, object of worship. Ps. xlv. 6,7. Shaddai denotes him to be 
alivauliciens and Almighty. Ex. vi. 3. Helion represents his in- 
comparable excellency, absolute supremacy, and peculiar residence 
in the highest heavens. Ps. |. 11. Adoni intimates that he is the 
great connector, supporter, Lord, and Judge of all his creatures. 
Ps. cx. 1. Jah implies his self-existence, his giving life to his crea- 
tures, and his infinite answerableness to the happiness of himself 
and all his creatures. Ex. xv. 2. Ehjeh I am, or ! will be, denotes 
his self-existence, independence, immutable eternity, and all-suffi- 
ciency to his people. Ex. ili. 14. Jehovah intimates self-existence, 
absolute independence, unsuccessive eternity, and his effectual and 
marvellous giving of being to all existence, and fulfilling his promi- 
ses. Gen. ti. 4, &c. 

The most intelligent and philosophic writers infer from the re- 
maining vestages of ancient religions that the earliest worshippers 
of the Deity believed and inculcated his Unity: hence the doctrine 
has descended from the first parents of mankind by tradition to their 
remote posterity. There was a Temple at Thebes in Egypt inscribed 
to Yahou or Jehouah, in the days of Moses. Orpheus who brought 
the Egyptian notions of religion into the rising nations of Europe, 
about the time of Gideon, one of the Judges of Israel, 1250 years 
before Christ, taught the existence of a supreme being, under the 
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name of You-pater, contracted Jupiter. The Grecian Zeus, 
and the Hebrew Yehu, are manifestly the same word with the usu- 
al change in the last syllable. Thus Messiah Heb. Messias Greek, 
Elijah Heb, Elias Greek, Yehu Heb. Yeus or Zeus Greek. Hence 
Zeus-pater, vocative Zeupater, by contraction Zupiter or Jupiter, 
the supreme God of European nations, before christianity supplant- 
ed the ancient Mythology. Zeus comes from Zao, I live, and join- 
ed topater, a father, signifies the living and life-giving father of the 
Universe. The Phoenicians and Greeks called their supreme dei- 
ty Zeus, whence the Latins derived their Deus by an easy process. 
Sanchoniatho, 2 Phenician or Canaanit!sh writer, who was cotem- 
porary with Joshua or, as we are informed by Porphyry, flourished 
about the time of Semiramis near 800 years before the Trojan war, 
calls Jehovah Yeus, & Yao, and acknowledges his obligations in the 
composition of his history to Jerombaal, doubtlessly Jerubbael or 
Gideon, whom he calls the priest of the God Yao. He also informs 
as that Chronus was called Il by the Phoenicians, evidently from 
the El, or Ged of the Hebrews. Diodorus L. 1, says Moses as- 
cribed his laws to the God Jao. This great self-existent being was 
acknowledged by the wisest of all nations. Plutarch gives us a dis- 
sertation on the monosyllable [1, which was inscribed on the gate 
of the temple of Apollo at Delphi, implying that the temple was 
dedicated to“ THE ONE SELF-EXISTENT Gop.”? The ancient Gen- 
toos described the gods Brama, Chiven, and Vishnoo as the off- 
spring of some unknown, eternal self-existence. Homer calls Ju- 
piter the Father of Gods and men: Virgil says let us begin with 
Jupiter, all things are full of Jupiter; and Porphyry affirms that 
Jupiter constitutes the life and essence of all beings. Thales, So- 
crates, and Pythagoras fully acknowledged the existence and super- 
intendence of one eternal self-existence. Nor can the objections a- 
rising froma multiplicity of opinions concerning the chief good or 
the acknowledgement of 300 Jupiters as Varro says, prove that Ju- 
piter was not the name of the One eternal. If twelve cities con- 
tended for the honour of giving birth to Homer, certainly when de- 

raded minds began to believe Jupiter to have been a man, we 
should not be be surprized to find, that every nation should put in 
their claim to the honour of calling him theirown. The presump- 
tion then is, that the first Fathers of mankind delivered to their off- 
spring, the belief and worship of ont ETERNAL; but through lapse 
of time they forgot the most high. When men began to philoso- 
phise. concerning the Deity, they personified his attributes and 
thence again, in the opinion of the vulgar, arose a multitude 
of deities, which intercepted the worship of the One God.— 
As corrupt Christianity principally consists in the speculations of 
the Grecian Philosophy, two of the attributes of Deity personified, 
wisdom & power, are still adored under the names of Son and Holy 
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Ghost ; and what is truly lamentable, Christians by ascribing the 
passions and infirmities of humanity to their deities, still follow the 
absurd conceit of the heathen that gods are dead men!! O that 
salvation might come out Zion ; and the day hasten, when all shall 
turn to the Lord with one consent; and all the families of the earth 
be blessed, in acknowledging the One God of the whole earth! All 
formes, similitudes, and appearances are expressly prohibited in 
worship; and ought never to become objects of adoration. Hear 
and tremble, O ye idolatrous Christians, and let your hearts condemn 
you when you read the fourth and thirteenth chapters of Deuteron- 
omy, andthe 44th and 45th of Isaiah. From Mede’s apostacy 
we learn, that though the Jews wished frequently to join the tutelar 
gods of the heathen, to the incomprehensible Jehovah ; they never 
ran into idolatry of the grossest sort, tll they began to believe Je- 
hovah to be a tutelar god himself. Chistians likewise adhered to 
the beliefand adoration of the One Jehovah, till they degraded him 
to aman of like passions with themselves, who sojourned in Judea 
and was crucified at Jerusalem! Since that time they have vied with 
any of the darkest nations of antiquity, in the degradation and pros- 
titution of divine worship! ! 

O superstition, what hast thou done! Truly the agency of super- 
stition in forming and maintaining many of the ancient and madern 
creeds, is well described by Pope in his Essay on man. 


She from the rending earth and bursting skies, 

Saw Gods descend and fiends infernal rise ; 

Here fixed the dreadful, there the blessed abodes ; 

Fear made her devils and weak hope her gods ; 

G ds, partial, changeful, passionate, unjust , 

Whose attributes were tage, revenge or lust ; 

Suchas the souls of cowards migit conceive, 

And firmed like tyrants, tyrants would believe, 

Zeal then, not charity, became the guide, 

And hell was built on spite, and Heaven on pride. 
As superstition seldom regards the rank or character of her gods, 
the degraded Christian Church multiplied her deities, by canonizing 
departed saints : and imitating the states of Greece and Rome, she 
too, must have her whole gods, half-gods, and deified ghosts of he- 
roes. Had Unitarianism been always the Universal Religion as it 
ought to have been, Polytheism and superstition could never have 
obtained credit in the world. But when men departed from the 
knowledge of the one true God, they became vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Polytheism like a 
many headed monster, arose,full of names of blasphemy, imperious- 
ly assuming the names, honors and prerogatives of God. The go- 
° vernment of the Creation, whic!: belongs exclusively to the One in- 
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linite and eternal Jehovah,was distributed among a rabble of deities, 
the creatures of a foolish imagination. The Universe was no longer 
regard as the work of one Almighty power, the care of one eterna! 
Providence. Its various provinces were peopled by imaginary be- 
ings, who owed both their existence and worship, to the darkened 
understandings and besotted minds of a deluded world. Temples 
arose, altars were dedicated to the false deities of superstitious vo- 
taries, and the art of the sculptor was employed to give visible form 
and durability towhat perverted imaginations had framed. Then 
deluded multitudes hastened to the supposed habitations of their gods 
to prostrate themselves before their images, and pay their adorations 
‘o stocks and stones! The Mythology of the Greeks and Romans 
may be called elegant, by him who contemplates it only in the breath- 
ing marbles, which embodied the forms of their deities, or in the 
poetry to which their agency gives majesty and animation ; but he 
would revoke the strange epithet, could he see it inflaming the bru- 
ial appetites of the vulgar, exercising no moral influence over the 
minds of the majority, and secretly despised by the lettered and re- 
flecting few. Could the dark grottos of Hindoo idolatry utter forth 
their sepulchral voices, to tell us what rites honor, and what sacrifi- 
ces propiliate the demons, whose monstrous images are carved on 
their walls, we should see what a doctrine of ungodliness Polytheism 
still continues to be. 

Before | conclude this Lecture let me lay before you a brief 
sketch of the history of the revival of the genuine doctrine of Uni- 
tarism, This, my brethren, is not a system formed by the creed- 
makers of the dark ages. Itis the religion of Adam; it is the 
religion of the Patriarchs ; of the Jewish dispensation ; of the lear- 
ned and wise of all nations and ages ; it is the religion of the bless- 
ed Jesus ! When you open your bibles you find the Unitarian’s faith 
expressed in the plain language of scripture. Take the following 
passages and form yourcreed. To us there is but one God the Fa- 
ther. | Cor. 8,6. There is but one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. 2, 5. He must reign till he hath 
put all enemes under his feet. 1 Cor. 15, 25. The Lord is good to 
all, and his tender mercy is over all his works. Ps. 145,9. God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying; neither shall there be any more 
pain; for the former things are passedaway. Rev. 21.4. About 
fifty years ago, Linsey opened the first Church in London that ever 
bore in England, the inscription of THE onE Gop. At that time 
Unitarianism, appeared no more than a little cloud rising out of the 
sea, but it has rapidly increased in magnitude and extent, and now 
begins to refresh the troubled nations with its benign influence.— 
Whole congregations of Trinitarians have deserted the standards of 
Mystical Babylon, and enrolled their names in the list of those who 
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worship the Father in spirit and intruth. The flames of Servetus 
lighted up a torch in Geneva, which rapidly consumes the hay,wood, 
and stubble ; may they soon burn up every inquisitorial dungeon of 
the besotted and blinded continent of Europe. The spirits of the Po- 
lish Brethren are resusitating in their offspring, and now erecting 
churches in Poland, Prussia and Brandenburgh, for the worship of 
the One Jehovah. . 

In Great Britain there are now about four hundred regular Unita- 
rian congregations ; two hundred in Transylvania, where they pos- 
sess an excellent University, and the patronage of a national estab- 
lishment ; two hundred and fifty among the Swiss and French Prot- 
estants ; about one hundred in Ireland, where the whole southern 
synod, and also the Presbytery of Antrim have forsaken the ranks 
of Calvinistic Polytheism and partiality, and avowed the Divine 
unity and benevolence ; and there are now about four hundred and 
fifty congregations in America, where the cause of God and his 
Christ is progressing to the astonishment of all beholders. Unita- 
rianism can therefore boast of fourteen hundred congregations and 
about as many ministers, who worship the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and abhor the impious names of blasphemy !— 
Amongst all the above advocates of the Divine Unity, there cannot 
at this day, be found ten advocates for the modern doctrines of Hell 
and the Devil. Norare these without talent or influence. Litera- 
ture smiles on them with auspicious eyes. Even here in America, 
the only University that has arrived to maturity, is in the hands of 
Unitarians ; and we hope like the waters in Ezekiel, its streams 
running eastward and westward, will soon inundate the states of the 
Union. 

The triumphs of our principles are not limited to one sect or na- 
tion. The earth seems to be holding out her arms to receive the 
heralds of Unitarianism. Geneva, the birth place of Calvinism,and 
the very spot were Servetus was burnt by a slow fire made of green 


wood,as a Unitarian martyr,has abandoned the unintelligible jargon” 


of mysticism, together with all its inquisitorial tortures, and by an 
act‘of its Synod resolved that the barbarous and persecuting doc- 
trines of Trinitarianism shall be preached no longer in that 
Canton. From storming the strong holds of Mystery in Europe, 
ithas proceeded to the shores of India, and already waves its ban- 
ners in the city of Madras. The greatest difficulty under which we 
labor, is the want of ministers to supply vacant churches, and rising 
congregations. But here also we have reason to be satisfied. In 
England the Episcopal establishment has given us‘ Linsey,a Whit- 
by, and a Jebb ; the Presbyterians, an Emlyn and a Priestley, who 
have led the way to at least one hundred able ministers,who have 
followed them from the same connexion; so that the whole presby- 
terian interest in England has passed toa new name. The Baptists. 
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have also honored us with the names of a Toulman,a Vidler, au 
Evans, a Wright, and a Robinson; who are toilowed by nearly all 
the general Baptists of England ; anda considerable influx of quon- 
dam Methodist preachers are reforming the miners of Cornwall, the 
Potteries of Stafford and the forests ot Rossendale. 

In England and America, Unitarianism, and Universalism march 
hand in hand. Indeed that man who can be a Unitarian and nota 
Universalist, ora Universalist and nota Unitarian, is but half taught 
in the school of Jesus! In many of the states of this great confede- 
ration of Republics, we not only behold the fields white for harvest, 
but already we have returned bearing our sheaves; and we have 
reason to believe, the period is fast approaching when the ends of 
the earth shall remember, and turn to the Lord ; and all the kin- 
dreds of the earth worship before Him. In that day there shall be 
me Lord and his name One. 

My sou) illuw’d, onE only being knows, 
Whence ev’ry object, ew’ry moment flows ; 
To suns, nor human ghosts, | bow no more, 
Jehovah I perceive, his name alone adore. 
——==—'18140 ie 


WEwW SOCIETY, 

On Wednesday the 18th ult. a number of persons believing the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, met according to the public notice, 
at their usual place of worship in Carroll-street ; and formed them- 
selves into a society, according to the law of the state. Having ap- 
pointed the Rev. John S. Thompson, Chairman, and Henry S. Han- 
na. Clerk, to preside in the meeting, they proceeded to elect their 
officers, and pass the following resolutions. 


1. T'his society shall be denominated rue First Untversauist So- 
creTy of Rochester, Monroe, N. Y. 
2. The following Creep shall form the religious constitution of 


the Society. 

WE believe in One Eternal, Unchangeable, and Infinitely, Wise Good, and Powerful 
Lord God ; Who is the sove Creator, Proprietor, and Governor of the Universe, the 
Common Fatuer and impartiat BENEFACTOR of ALL MANKIND. 

We believe Jehovah, who spoke in time past by the Jewish Prophets, hath spoken to 
us by his son Jesus, Tux (urist ; whom he heth appointed Heim OF ALL THINGS; and 
by whom as ‘he Mediator, he will bring all hisintelligent offspring to eternal purity and 
happiness. 

We believe virtue and happiness, vice and misery are inseparably connected, as 
cause and effect ; and, consequentiv in order to be happy, men must do justly. love 
mercy, and walk humbly with their God. 

3. All applicants, who maintain a good moral character, and are 
willing to sign the constitution, by giving their names to the Clerk, 
shall be eligible to membership.at any sthsequent meeting of the Society. 
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Puolished monthly at $1 a year.payable i: advance. Posinge,under 50 miles, one. ct. 
“rom 50 to 100, one and a half, any distance above 100 miles, two cents, per number. 








